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Dear Roseanna and Ben,  

 

ScotWind Leasing  
 
I am writing to you regarding the ScotWind Leasing process and to share the 
views of Scotland’s offshore wind industry to the delay announced on Thursday 
11 February.  
 
Scotland’s offshore wind industry was pleased with The Scottish Government’s 
publication of the long-awaited Sectoral Marine Plan in October, which was an 
important milestone for setting out in detail the timings for the ScotWind Leasing 
process by Crown Estate Scotland. The accompanying Offshore Wind Policy 
Statement was also welcomed as a clear signal of The Scottish Government’s 
increasing ambition for deployment in Scottish waters. 
 
We understand that the Ministerial decision to pause the ScotWind Leasing 
process for a review has been made in direct response to the outcome of the 
Round 4 auction for England and Wales. As this process focuses on delivering 
commercial returns to the UK Treasury, it resulted in higher prices for offshore 
wind than had been anticipated.  
 
While we appreciate the changing market dynamics within offshore leasing which 
led to these results, the ScotWind process is already 14 months behind its 
expected schedule. This further pause comes at significant cost to Scotland’s 
offshore wind industry, which has already invested thousands of hours and 
millions of pounds over many years putting together bids which represent billions 
of pounds worth of investment. This increases uncertainty for offshore wind 
developers and supply chain companies and prevents them from playing their full 
role in supporting The Scottish Government’s ambitions for a green recovery and 
contributing towards our net-zero target. The continuing delays are also 
damaging to Scotland’s reputation as a place where investors and multi-national 
renewable companies can do business easily and predictably. 
 
Without a reliable and timely ScotWind process, Scotland’s offshore wind 
developers will be pushed towards competing against English and Welsh projects 






